
PROCUREMENT AFTER BREXIT
DEAL OR NO DEAL



The situation around Brexit remains dynamic. Aside from any further political 
developments, the full effect that the UK’s departure from the EU will have on business in 
the UK may not be clear for some time. 

Much of the discussion around Brexit in terms of business centres on the fact that much 
remains as yet unknown. A recent survey of organisations across the UK public sector, 
representing local government, the education sector and the NHS, found that 67% of 
respondents felt that Brexit would have a high or medium impact on their procurement 
strategy. However, this meant that Brexit was felt to be less of a concern than the GDPR 
legislation (73%) or the need to deliver social value in procurement (85%)1.  Many 
organisations may feel that they can not yet say what effect Brexit will have.

While there are elements about Brexit that are still to be confirmed, here’s a quick guide to 
what we know so far about how various scenarios will impact procurement. Regardless of 
the specifics of the UK’s exit from the EU, our 35 years of expertise in procurement means 
that we will be able to help both buyers and suppliers continue to do business.

67% of respondents to a 
recent iGov survey felt that 
Brexit would have a high or 
medium impact on their 
procurement strategy.

Introduction

 1. iGov, ‘Procurement Approaches Across the Public Sector: Challenges & Opportunities Survey Report 2018-19’, January 2019



https://www.gov.uk/eori

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/public-sector-procurement-after-a-no-deal-brexit

What will stay the same?

The Government has repeatedly said that “The majority of the procurement regulations and in particular 
the different procedures available to contracting authorities and entities, will remain exactly the same” 
after a ‘no-deal’ Brexit2.  It is important to note that the EU Public Procurement Directives of 2014 are 
already in both UK and Scottish law.

Companies that wish to access contract notices from other EU countries should still be able to access the 
OJEU and TED. The EU has published guidance about this3. 

For UK contracts, advertising in Contracts Finder, MOD Defence Contracts Online, Public Contracts 
Scotland, Sell2Wales and eTendersNI would remain a requirement, as is currently the case.

For contracts in other countries, the members of the World Trade Organization (WTO) have confirmed 
that the UK will be able to join the Government Procurement Agreement (GPA) as an independent 
member as soon as possible if the UK leaves the EU without a deal. This means that British businesses 
will be able to continue to bid for public sector contracts in the GPA’s member countries and blocs, 
including the EU, “on almost the same terms as they do now.”  If there is a ‘no-deal’ Brexit., there may be 
a period before the GPA takes legal effect, but the Government has assured that this will last less than a 
month and “disruption to businesses is likely to be minimal.”

The Government’s current advice on the effect a ‘no-deal’ Brexit would have on procurement is here.

What might change?

If the UK leaves the EU without a withdrawal deal being agreed, contracting authorities 
might not be able to access the EU Publications Office and Tenders Electronic Daily 
(TED). 

As a consequence, the key change for public procurement in the UK will be that 
contracting authorities would be required to send notices to a new, UK-specific 
e-notification service. This would replace the need to send to the EU Publications 
Office and TED. All UK contract opportunities that are currently published in the 
Official Journal of the EU (OJEU) or TED will be published on the new UK e-notification 
service, which will be available from the day the UK officially leaves the EU. This service 
will be free for all users. 

Suppliers wishing to access UK contract opportunities from the UK public sector will 
also need to access the new UK e-notification service instead of TED.

UK companies that wish to continue trade with the EU in the event of ‘no deal’ will 
need to apply for an Economic Operator and Registration Identification (EORI) number 
as soon as possible to avoid increased costs and delays being incurred. An EORI number 
is a requirement for moving goods in or out of the EU. The Government’s guidance on 
applying for an EORI number is here.

If there’s no deal

2. https://www.gov.uk/guidance/public-sector-procurement-after-a-no-deal-brexit
3. https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/preparedness-notices_en
4.https://www.gov.uk/government/news/wto-agreement-secures-13-trillion-market-for-british-contractors

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/public-sector-procurement-after-a-no-deal-brexit
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/public-sector-procurement-under-the-eu-withdrawal-agreement

If there is a deal

Any regulations concerning what will happen if the UK leaves the EU with a deal will of course need 
to be confirmed when the exact terms of the deal are known. However, what we currently know is 
that there will be an implementation period, which will run from 11pm on 29th March 2019 (the 
current time of the UK’s exit from the EU) to 31st December 2020. Public procurement regulations 
will be largely unchanged during the implementation period, except in circumstances where there 
are reforms to the EU’s own regulations. 

When the UK leaves the EU, the UK procurement rules that implement the EU Public Procurement 
Directives will be preserved in UK law under the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018.

During the implementation period, there will be no change to the processes for new procurement 
procedures. Any procedures that are ongoing when the implementation 
period ends will continue under the same regulations until an award is made.

The Government’s current advice is here.

What will reduce the level of action needed?

As we understand the Cabinet Office’s current guidance, contracting authorities which currently use 
an ‘e-Sender’, a third-party provider, to submit publications to the EU Publications Office will be able 
to continue with this approach, regardless of whether the UK government negotiates a withdrawal 
deal with the EU. However, this is dependent on e-Senders also completing the integration process 
to send notices to the new UK-specific e-notification service, should this be enacted. 

BiP Solutions is one of the first e-Senders in the UK to confirm to the Cabinet Office that we will 
integrate our services with the new UK e-notification service.

Simon Burges, CEO of BiP Solutions, said: 

“This is great news for our customers, since any authority working with BiP will need to take 
very little action to change their current method of publishing contracts, unlike other 
e-Senders who may be required to publish notices manually.

“This year, we celebrate our 35th anniversary and whilst our operation has grown considerably 
in size and scope over the years, our core values remain unchanged. We will continue to remain 
at the heart of the buyer/supplier relationship and support our customers through all stages of 
their procurement journey, and that includes providing advice and guidance – deal or no deal.”

Contracting authorities who work with other e-Senders or who submit their notices directly to the 
EU Publication Office may need to publish their notices manually to the new UK notification 
service. Information as to how to do this has not yet been released, meaning that these 
organisations will have to await further advice depending on future developments.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/public-sector-procurement-under-the-eu-withdrawal-agreement
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Find the latest updates as they happen on the 'News and 
Resources' section of BiP Solutions' website

Visit www.gov.uk/eori to learn about the process of applying for 
an EORI number

To learn more about using BiP Solutions as your e-Sender, contact 
us on the number below

Next Steps:


